
ORGANIC MARKET NEWS
O C TO B E R 10 -  O C TO B E R 17,  2025

PEAK SEASON ORGANIC APPLES

Organic Blackberries remain steady overall out 
of California. Quality has been nice, and volume 
and pricing are steady. Production is expected 
to slow down by November, and Central Mexico 
has not been able to harvest due to severe 
weather conditions. 
 
NOTE: Organic Blueberries will remain on the tight-
er side next week as supply continues to be light and 
port delays cause minor hold-ups in loading. Quality 
is excellent out of Peru, and similar market conditions 
are expected through the end of October. 
 
ALERT! Organic Raspberries will be extremely 
tight starting 10/11 as California production 
declines faster than anticipated. Central Mexico’s 
volume is not strong yet, creating a gap in sup-
ply, so pro-rates and limits should be expected in 
mid to late October. 
 
ALERT! Organic Strawberries will also remain 
extremely tight. Production continues to decline 
out of California, and more rain is expected ear-
ly next week. Quality has improved, though is not 
perfect. Limits and pro-rates should be anticipat-
ed, with pricing continuing to rise.

OG BERRIES

GOOD NEWS! Organic Apples are abundant in peak season and promotable!

Make sure to take advantage of the great supply, quality, and pricing on Washington 
Organic Ambrosia, Cosmic Crisp, Envy, Fuji, Gala, Granny Smith, Honeycrisp, Kanzi, 
Pink Lady, and Sweetango for our Stemilt Organic Apple promotion 10/13 to 11/19. 

GOOD NEWS! Spot-buy deals will be available on Organic Honeycrisp Apples espe-
cially on XL sizes like 48-56 ct in 40 lb cases, plus LG in 27 lb cases.
 
Organic McIntosh Apples are done packing and are expected to sell out for the sea-
son before the end of October. Get them on your shelves now. 
 
New crop Organic Washington Rockit Apples have arrived with excellent supplies 
expected in 6/3 lb “shuttles”. 
 
New crop Organic SugarBee Apples are due in stock around 10/16, and excellent 
supplies are expected to continue for peak season of late Fall and Winter.

Other special varieties available include; Organic Ambrosia, Cosmic Crisp (still old 
crop), Envy, and Kanzi Apples. Organic Lady Alice Apples will arrive in late October.   
 

OG AVOCADOS
GOOD NEWS! Organic Hass Avocados from 
Mexico are in excellent supply, with 48 ct fruit 
highly promotable. 

60 ct fruit is slightly more limited though afford-
able, and a 70 ct option from Calavo is avail-
able at a value. 

Equal Exchange Organic Fair Trade Hass Avoca-
dos will be available in 48 and 60 ct sizes, and 
the popular 8/4 ct Ready-Cycle Trays are back 
in stock (Code: 231906).

Organic Green Skin Avocados from Florida 
remain steady and available.

OG LOCAL VEG
GOOD NEWS! Organic Green Kale, Lacinato Kale, 
and Red Kale are all in promotable supply with 
excellent quality from LOCAL Lady Moon Farms in 
Chambersburg, Pennsylvania. Quality is excellent!

LOCAL Organic Eggplant from Lady Moon 
Farms in Pennsylvania is wrapping up for the 
season, but new production is set to begin in Flor-
ida in late-October. Supplies from the Southeast 
and New Jersey will help bridge the transition.

LOCAL Organic Green Beans are winding down 
from local Pennsylvania grower Marc Reed, with 
supply expected through mid-October. After 
that, look for 30lb Organic Green Beans from 
Mexico or California to fill the gap.
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GOOD NEWS! Organic Fennel from LOCAL 
Lady Moon Farms in PA is very promotable with 
excellent quality! 

As the weather cools, this becomes a great item to 
promote and highlight. 

Organic Mini Seedless Watermelons continue 
out of California. New fields in the southern 
region of the state are providing excellent 
late-season product.

NOTE: Organic Honeydews have finished for the 
season, while Organic Cantaloupes will remain 
available till around mid to late October.

OG MANGOS
ALERT! California Organic Green Keitt Mangos 
are limited in supply and expected to remain 
scarce through October. 

Ecuador Organic Mangos are anticipated to 
begin by the end of October, with meaningful 
volume likely in November. 

OG PEARS
GOOD NEWS! Peak season for Organic Pears is 
rocking! Bags and Bulk (US #1 and Fancy) are 
available.

New crop Organic Anjou and Comice Pears 
are expected to join the mix of Asian, Bartlett, 
Bosc, and Starkrimson Pears already in house 
for mid-October.

OG FENNEL

OG MELONS

GOOD NEWS! Organic Green Cabbage is abun-
dant and promotable, with excellent quality from 
LOCAL Pennsylvania growers Lady Moon Farms, 
Christ King, and Joshua Weaver. 

Organic Grapes are at peak quality, with heavy 
supply and excellent flavor across all colors. 

October is a prime time to promote these 
standout varieties like “Adora” Black Seedless, 
“Autumn Crisp” Green Seedless, and “Timco” and 
“Scarlotta” Red Seedless.

OG GRAPES

OG KIWIBERRIES
GOOD NEWS! Organic Kiwiberries from 
Oregon are in full production, with abundant 
availability and competitive pricing. A few more 
weeks of harvest are expected and big promos 
are available on this seasonal snack.

GOOD NEWS! Organic Euro and Organic Mini 
Cucumbers have become increasingly promot-
able in October due to higher volumes, good 
quality and aggressive pricing, encouraging 
early-month promotions. 

OG CUCUMBERS

OG CABBAGE

OG CAULIFLOWER 
LOCAL Organic Jacket Cauliflower (12 ct & 9 ct) is 
available from Lancaster County, PA. 

NOTE: West Coast Organic Cauliflower yields are 
light, and some arrivals are showing slight discoloration.

NOTE: Organic Romanesco is currently in a tem-
porary gap but is expected to return shortly as 
new fields open and this week’s harvest restores 
availability. There is also potential for a LOCAL 
Organic Romanesco opportunity as alternate 
growers begin trial production late this month.
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OG PEPPERS
GOOD NEWS! Organic Color Bell Peppers re-
main promotable in volume and cost during early 
October, though availability is expected to tight-
en later in the month. Canadian-grown Organic 
Peppers continue to offer outstanding quality.

Florida production of Organic Green Peppers will 
begin in the next few weeks, and Organic Jalapeño 
Peppers have already started harvesting there.

Organic Asparagus supply has improved signifi-
cantly, with pricing beginning to ease. 

OG FALL FRUIT
Organic Fuyu Persimmons are now available 
in single layer packs, with Organic Hachiya 
Persimmons expected shortly. 

Organic Pomegranates and Pomegranate Arils 
are available at higher pricing, which should 
ease as more growers come online. 

OG LETTUCE
Organic Lettuce production in Quebec is winding 
down while maintaining strong quality. 

New Jersey is beginning to harvest, creating a 
smooth transition between late-season Quebec 
product and the new fall crop LOCAL Organic 
Lettuce from New Jersey through mid-October.

Organic Romaine remains promotable from both 
Canada and California, with steady availability 
and strong quality.

ALERT! As the growing season gets ready to 
transition from Salinas, CA to southern CA and 
then AZ this fall, Organic Salad grower-shippers 
are reporting quality issues on some tender leaf 
items that are causing some occasional pro-rates 
and out-of-stocks from brands like Organicgirl on 
Baby Arugula and Butter.

NOTE: The Organic Brown Turkey and Black 
Mission Fig season is winding down, resulting in 
limited availability and higher pricing. 

Organic Bunch Spinach supplies are improving 
out of California, though pricing has not eased 
significantly yet.

NOTE: Organic Grapefruit supplies are very lim-
ited this week with inconsistent sizing. Better avail-
ability is anticipated toward the end of October. 
 

OTHER STORIES

NOTE: Organic Valencia Oranges are nearing 
the end of their season, with most shippers now 
finished. Expect limited supply and elevated 
prices through the rest of October. OUTLOOK: 
California Organic Navels are set to begin in 
early November.

Organic Corn is in its final harvest out of Lamont, 
California. Sizing is slightly smaller compared 
to previous arrivals, but pricing remains very 
attractive.

Organic Brussels Sprouts have good supply 
from Mexico, with some minor weather-related 
quality concerns.

NOTE: Organic Celery is tightening up due to 
California weather and yield pressure, and Or-
ganic Celery Hearts face similar challenges.

NOTE: Organic Artichokes continue to face sup-
ply challenges following brief gaps caused by 
insect and mildew pressure, along with inconsis-
tent weather creating sizing issues.

OG  ASPARAGUS

OG BROCCOLI

LOCAL Organic Stalk Broccoli (14 ct) and LOCAL 
Organic Purple Stalk Broccoli (14 ct) from Spring 
Willow Farm are available and producing well for 
the Fall in modest supply from Lancaster County, PA.

ALERT! Organic Broccoli remains tight on the West 
Coast due to recent heat and quality concerns, 
including pin rot. Supply from Canada and East 
Coast growers is helping ease cost pressure. 

Organic Cluster Tomatoes are plentiful in early 
October.  
 
LOCAL Organic Snacking Tomato varieties 
and Organic Heirloom Tomatoes from Lady 
Moon Farms in Chambersburg, Pennsylvania are 
experiencing a decrease in volume as cooler 
temperatures arrive. Supplemental product will be 
needed through mid-October. Lady Moon’s Florida 
production is expected to begin in late October.

OG TOMATOES



CONVENTIONAL MARKET NEWS
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PROMOTABLE AVOCADOS FROM MEXICO

Fuyu and Hachiya Persimmons are now in 
season and available in 16/18 ct single layer 
packs. It is important to educate customers on 
how to best enjoy Persimmons: Fuyu can be 
eaten when firm, like an apple, while Hachiya 
must be eaten very soft, like a soft mango.

Chocolate Fuyu Persimmons in pouch bags are 
finished for the season.

GOOD NEWS! California Pomegranates continue 
to be in strong supply with excellent quality! 
POM POM Arils in 4 oz and 8 oz options will be 
available by mid-October, with POM Wonderful 
Whole Pomegranates arriving around 10/20 in 
22 ct and 30 ct cartons plus display bins.

California-grown Quince is now available in single 
layer packs and will be offered throughout the fall.

First of the season Ocean Spray fresh Cranber-
ries are in stock now.

CV FALL FRUIT

GOOD NEWS! Hass Avocados from Mexico continue to have 
strong supply and value pricing, providing excellent opportu-
nities for promotion through October. Point-of-Sale Bins to help 
drive sales are available, so ask your rep for more info.

36 ct, 48 ct, 60 ct, and bags are all abundant! 

Four Seasons also offers pre-conditioned fruit in all available 
sizes, which ripens more quickly for consumers and provides a 
great way to increase incremental sales.

CV  BERRIES
GOOD NEWS! Raspberries will remain promot-
able in mid-October, with plentiful supplies, value 
pricing and good quality.

NOTE: Blackberries will be very tight as Califor-
nia harvests begin to slow down and Mexico has 
experienced hurricane-force winds and rain. Vol-
ume is limited, and pricing is expected to increase. 
 
NOTE: Blueberry demand remains strong as port 
delays continue to affect the light volume arriving 
in the market. Volumes are expected to increase 
in early November, but availability is likely to 
remain light until then. Quality has been excellent. 
 
ALERT! Strawberries will continue to be very 
tight. Pricing is expected to increase slightly 
as growers continue to fall short of estimated 
production. Quality is improving with cooler tem-
peratures, but fruit is not ripening as fast as ex-
pected and some bruising is still seen. Rain early 
next week could make supplies even shorter, and 
demand will continue to exceed supply.

CV CITRUS
Import Navel Orange supplies from offshore 
regions are tightening as the season winds down, 
and prices are trending upward. 

The first new crop California Navel Oranges of 
the season are expected to arrive around 10/20.

Sunkist Meyer Lemon 18/1 lb bags are back in season. 
 
Specialty Citrus offerings remain abundant with 
excellent inventory on Blood Oranges (both bulk 
and bagged), Cara Cara Oranges, Minneolas, 
and Heirloom Navels. This is a great time to 
feature Import Specialty Citrus and capture 
additional sales. 
 
New crop Florida Citrus season is underway with 
“Hamlin” Juice Oranges and “Starburst” Pum-
melos now available, and Fall Glo Tangerines 
arriving by 10/12. New crop Florida Grapefruit 
will start in the second half of October.

Import Dekopons are finished for the season. 
OUTLOOK: California Sumo Citrus Dekopons 
come into season in mid-December. 

Code 229198 
POS Display AFM Mol-
cajete Avocado Bin 1 ct



CV CORN
LOCAL Corn from New Jersey has extended its sea-
son due to favorable weather. Prices are steady, with 
Bi-Color Corn leading movement. White and Yellow 
Corn are concluding for the season.

CV GREEN BEANS
GOOD NEWS! LOCAL Green Beans are coming 
into stronger supply with promotable pricing as 
southeastern growing regions ramp up produc-
tion. Pennsylvania is finishing its LOCAL season, 
while LOCAL New Jersey continues to provide 
decent volume.

CV  PEPPERS
GOOD NEWS! Color Bell Peppers from Canada 
remain available with favorable volume and 
quality, creating promotable pricing. Conditions 
are expected to ease back to average by late 
October. Slight increases in cost may occur then, 
but availability and quality remain consistent. 
Mexican production will be available as a sup-
plemental option.

CV KIWIBERRIES
GOOD NEWS! Kiwiberries are in a strong flush 
out of Oregon. Plenty of product is available at 
competitive pricing, and production is expected 
to continue for a through October.

CV CUCUMBERS
GOOD NEWS! Cucumbers remain abundant and 
promotable, with steady supplies coming out of 
Georgia and North Carolina. Additional product is 
also crossing through Nogales from Mexico, adding 
to availability.

GOOD NEWS! Euro and Mini Cucumbers from 
Canada continue to have big volumes and nice 
quality throughout October. These favorable 
conditions provide promotional opportunities for 
both varieties during the middle of the month.

Asparagus production continues to improve with 
Mexico producing strong volume. Peru remains 
in full swing from both northern and southern 
regions. Prices fell sharply but are beginning 
to rise slightly; as new fields open and demand 
increases, pricing should return to average levels.

CV ASPARAGUS

GOOD NEWS! Grapes remain in excellent 
condition across all varieties and sizes. Supply 
is strong, quality is outstanding, and markets 
are holding steady. October is an ideal time to 
promote California Grapes, as eating quality is 
exceptional.

CV GRAPESCV CAULIFLOWER
ALERT! California Cauliflower growers are really 
struggling with quality concerns in mid-October. Maine 
growers are seeing the yields they expected either. 
Pricing is spiking up as supplies suddenly dwindle.

ALERT! Color Cauliflower varieties, especially 
Purple Cauliflower, experienced a temporary 
crop failure but are now back in supply. 

ALERT! Iceberg Lettuce and Romaine Hearts are 
going up in price as California quality is weak with 
Salinas, CA fields ending and cold weather winds 
down the Quebec season. The growing season 
transition is here for October and early November 
and it could be a little bumpy.

CV LETTUCE



OCTOBER 10 - OCTOBER 17, 2025  �|  MARKET NEWS 40 25  �|  FOUR SEASONS PRODUCE

CV SALADS
ALERT! As the Salad growing season gets ready 
to transition from Salinas, CA to southern CA and 
then AZ and Mexico this fall, Salad grower-ship-
pers are reporting quality issues on some Iceberg 
and Romaine items for October that are causing 
some occasional pro-rates and out-of-stocks on 
Garden and America salads. Foodservice packs 
of Chopped Iceberg and Romaine bulk salads 
are going up in price during this time too.

ALERT! Brussels Sprouts remain very limited 
as high temperatures have negatively impacted 
yields and sizing, keeping markets above aver-
age. Improvement is being seen as New Jersey 
availability opens up.

NOTE: Mangos from Brazil are currently in a 
demand-exceeding-supply situation for mid-Oc-
tober. Container delays have caused pricing to 
spike, particularly on larger 9 ct fruit. There are 
a few Keitt Mangos available from Puerto Rico, 
which are eating well.

Seedless Watermelons are finishing up for the 
season in Delaware and North Carolina, with new 
crop Florida set to begin shortly after. Increased 
freight costs are expected to strengthen markets. 
 

OTHER STORIES

Mini Seedless Watermelons continue out of 
California, with supplies expected to ramp up 
again once the Florida season begins. Mexico 
fruit should become available toward the end 
of the month. Prices are steady and expected to 
remain consistent.

Melon production continues with large sizing on 
both Cantaloupes and Honeydews. The transi-
tion from California to Arizona and Mexico later 
this Fall is expected to be seamless, with prices 
remaining consistent through the change.

North Carolina #1 Sweet Potato prices are 
easing in mid-October as some shippers begin 
packing new crop, increasing overall supply.

GOOD NEWS! Eggplants continue to be promot-
able, with steady supply from both New Jersey 
and southeastern growers.
 
NOTE: Artichokes are limited supply due to in-
sect damage and ongoing quality issues. Cooler 
weather is expected to help improve yields. The 
popular 12 ct Jumbo size remains the hardest to 
secure, as only one or two buds per plant typi-
cally reach that size.

CV CELERY
Celery remains in good supply for now, though 
tightening is expected as California faces lower 
yields and stronger demand. The same conditions 
apply to Celery Hearts.

CV TOMATOES 
GOOD NEWS! Beefsteak and Cluster Tomatoes 
continue to produce consistently high-quality fruit 
at value pricing. Early in October, conditions 
remain stable, though as the month progresses, 
higher pricing is expected. 
 
GOOD NEWS! Roma and Round Tomatoes 
maintain stable availability, quality, and pricing 
during early to mid-October. Both varieties re-
main excellent for promotion, with opportunities 
for spot deals throughout the month.

CV LOCAL BROCCOLI & CAULIFLOWER
LOCAL Broccoli in 110 ct bins from Stauffer 
Huling Farms is showing excellent quality.

LOCAL Cauliflower in 60 ct bins from Stauffer 
Huling Farms is showing excellent quality and 
strong supply, and both 12 ct and 9 ct LOCAL 
Naked Cauliflower are also available.

NOTE: Broccoli supply remains tight due to 
West Coast heat, high precipitation, and heavy 
demand, resulting in higher prices. 

CV BROCCOLI CROWNSCV SQUASH
LOCAL Lancaster County, PA Regeneratively 
Grown Hard Squash from Cedar Meadow 
Farms continues in full swing, with excellent quali-
ty being reported by grower Steve Groff. Strong 
supplies of Acorn, Butternut, and Spaghetti 
Squash are expected to last through Christmas, 
offering great opportunities for promotion.

Green and Yellow Squash prices are beginning 
to firm as LOCAL supplies decline from Pennsyl-
vania and slow down from New Jersey. Georgia 
and North Carolina remain in good supply, 
though pricing is trending slightly higher, though 
still affordable.
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